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Georgian Britain 

Teachers’ Notes 

Curriculum subject 

History 

Key Stage 

3 

Theme 

London Life 

Rationale 

Industrialisation touched the very heart of life in the 18th century, and the 
period was one of huge change industrially, culturally and socially. 
Industrial towns grew and London was at the centre of this expanding 
trade in goods and slaves. In the past, the 18th century has had scant 
curriculum coverage beyond industrialisation and slavery. This activity, 
aimed at key stage 3, puts London life under the microscope as the 
Georgians themselves saw it. It is already assumed that students will 
have been introduced to the period and have an understanding of 
industrialisation and its impact upon towns.  

  

http://www.bl.uk/georgian-britain
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Content 

Primary sources from the website 

• Pierce Egan’s Life in London 

• All collection items from Georgian Britain with particular emphasis 
on items relating to London, the middle classes and the working 
class  

Recommended reading from the website 

• Poverty in Georgian Britain 

• The Rise of Cities in the 18th Century 

• The Industrial Revolution  

• The Rise of Consumerism 

Key questions 

• What social problems did industrial towns create? 

• How accurate was Pierce Egan’s description of life in London in the 
18th century?  

Activities 

1) Show students Pierce Egan’s image of Life in London. Unpick the image 
as a group. What do they notice about it? What does it say about the 
people who lived in London at the end of the Georgian period? What 
problems does it indicate?  

2) Is this an accurate depiction? What kind of source is this? What do we 
know about its provenance? Who was Pierce Egan?  

3) Ask students to work together to formulate an enquiry question that 
they would like to answer based on Pierce Egan’s image. Some 
possibilities might be:  

• How rich were the rich? How poor were the poor?  

• Did industrialisation create a big gap between rich and poor people?  

• Who were the middle classes?  

http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/pierce-egans-life-in-london
http://www.bl.uk/georgian-britain
http://www.bl.uk/georgian-britain/articles/poverty-in-georgian-britain
http://www.bl.uk/georgian-britain/articles/the-rise-of-cities-in-the-18th-century
http://www.bl.uk/georgian-britain/articles/the-industrial-revolution
http://www.bl.uk/georgian-britain/articles/the-rise-of-consumerism
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/pierce-egans-life-in-london
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• What social problems were there in Georgian cities? Do any of the 
same problems still exist today?  

• What was life like in Georgian London?  

• How accurate was Pierce Egan’s description of London? 

4) Ask students to use the Georgian Britain website to research primary 
source material that will help them to answer their questions.  

5) Allow students to present their findings. This could be in written or 
presentation form, display work or a short filmed scripted 
documentary. 

Extension activities 

• Do students think that their findings about London accurately reflect 
what life was like across Georgian Britain? If possible draw 
comparisons to students own locality.  

https://www.bl.uk/georgian-britain
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